This Chronology was produced to guide the development of the History of the LVRH&Co.

There is no guarantee of absolute accuracy, various sources give slightly different accounts and dates

for some events and no great effort has been made to check which are correct.  The chart provides 

an impression of what was happening at any given period

The chart is large and will not print even on A3.

	
	LVR&H co (My garden railway)
	Nantlle/Carnavonshire/LNWR Lines
	Dinorwic/Padarn
	Penrhyn
	Ffestiniog
	Talyllyn
	Welshpool & Llanfair
	Other data
	

	1768
	
	
	
	21 year leases introduced
	
	
	
	
	1768

	1782
	
	
	
	Richard Pennant buys out leases and runs workings himself
	
	
	
	
	1782

	1787
	
	
	Largest Dinorwic Quarry let to Dinorwic slate company 
	
	
	
	
	
	1787

	1790
	
	
	
	Pennant builds Port Penrhyn
	
	
	
	
	1790

	1798
	
	
	
	Greenfield invent gallery system, first quarry tramroads built
	
	
	
	
	1798

	1793
	
	
	Quay at Y Felinheli renamed Port Dinorwic
	
	
	
	
	
	1793

	1799
	
	
	Gallery system adopted at Dinorwic
	
	
	
	
	
	1799

	1800
	
	
	
	Penrhyn tramroad started
	Slate deposits being exploited, transport by road.
	
	
	
	1800

	1803
	
	Slate quay built at Caernarvon
	
	
	
	
	
	Trevithick first tramway locomotive
	1803

	1809
	
	
	Assheton-Smith forms Dinorwic Quarry Co.
	
	
	
	
	
	1809

	1811
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Luddites formed, 
	1811

	1816
	
	
	First quarry tramroads built
	
	
	
	
	
	1816

	1820
	
	
	
	Group of quarrymen found Bethesda
	
	
	
	
	1820

	1821
	
	
	Assheton-Smith takes over entire quarry
	
	
	
	
	Locomotion, first passenger service
	1821

	1824
	
	
	Dinorwic tramroads built
	
	
	
	
	
	1824

	1825
	
	Act passed for Carnarvon to Nantlle line running through Penygroes. 3'-6" gauge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1825

	1828
	
	Horse worked freight service starts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1828

	1829
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Rainhill trials
	1829

	1831
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Shipping Tax abolished
	1831

	1832
	
	
	
	
	Act of parliament to incorporate a railway, James Spooner responsible for survey and construction of a gravity system with horses to return the wagons. 23.5-inch gauge to match the quarry.
	
	
	
	1832

	1840
	Fron-Heulog quarry opened
	
	Padarn railway proposed
	
	
	Quarries opened, slate transported to Aberdovey by pack animals.
	
	
	1840

	1843
	
	
	Padarn railway completed and working with horses. Dinorwic tramroad abandoned
	
	
	
	
	
	1843

	1844
	
	Chester to Holyhead Act passed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1845
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Isambard Kingdom Brunel draws up plans for broad gauge line to Porth Dinlleyn which would have served the area
	
	1845

	1848
	
	Chester Holyhead line reaches Bangor
	Steam locos introduced on the Padarn Railway
	
	
	
	
	
	1848

	1850
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1850

	1851
	
	Bangor to Carnarvon Act passed
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1851

	1852
	
	Line from Menai Bridge on the Chester Holyhead Railway to Port Dinorwic opens.(Menia Bridge was on the mainland!)   Transport of slate from Padarn Railway to Saltney.  Late 1852 line completed to Carnarvon. Trains run by LNWR
	Bangor & Caernarfon Railway reaches Port Dinorwic
	Port Penrhyn branch opened by Chester & Holyhead Railway
	
	
	
	
	1852

	1854
	Tramway from Tan yr allt to Tal y sarn opened
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1856
	
	Natlle line leased to Edward Preston, Passenger traffic on the Nantlle commences
	B&CR constructs siding to Dinorwic quay
	
	Charles Easton Spooner (James's son) took control of the railway
	
	
	
	1856

	1857
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Indian Mutiny
	1857

	1858
	Submission to parliament for an act for the Llyfni Vale Railway & Harbour.  (failed 1859)
	B & C Station opened at Menai Bridge junction with Chester Holyhead line.
	
	
	
	
	
	End of the East India Company
	1858

	1859
	Proposal to build a railway from the Talysarn quarries to Penygroes, not pursued
	B & C line leased to LNWR
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1859

	1860
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1860

	1861
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Outbreak American Civil War
	1861

	1862
	
	Carnarvonshire Railway Act proposed by Thomas Savine for a line from Carnarvon to Porthmadog via Llanwnda, Penygroes, Afon Wen approved.
	
	
	Tenders invited for steam locomotives.
	
	
	
	1862

	1863
	
	
	
	
	Princess and Mountaineer delivered to Port Madog.                                     Board of Trade gave permission to run passenger trains.
	
	
	
	1863

	1864
	Tan yr Allt/Tal y Sarn tramway reported to be in a poor state
	Savine started work to widen the Nantlle line to standard gauge
	
	
	
	William McConnell leased the quarry to diversify because the American war caused a shortage of raw cotton. 
	Plans deposited for a narrow gauge line.  Could not raise funds. would have been second only to Festiniog.
	First act to allow low cost local railways
	1864

	1865
	
	Bill passed to allow Thomas Savine to incorporate much of the Nantlle line into the Carnarvoshire. Passenger traffic on the Nantlle ceases.
	
	
	
	Act of parliament passed to build the railway, work had in fact already started. Engineer James Swinton Spooner  (elder brother of Charles)
	
	End of the American Civil War
	1865

	1866
	Fron- Heloug linked to the tramway
	Passenger service suspended on the Nantlle and locomotives introduced on the widened section. Line in three sections, narrow gauge at both ends, standard in centre section, slate transhiped twice. lots of breakages, traffic reverted to road, Savine bankrupt.
	
	
	
	Line opened after modifications to track alignment and barring of coach doors on one side.
	
	
	1866

	1867
	
	B & C Line incorporated into LNWR.      First trains ran fron Afon Wen to Carnarvon, Pwllheli and Porthmadog reached by reciprocal arrangements with the Cambrian Railway.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1867

	1869
	
	
	LNWR branch to Llanberis opened
	
	Act passed to permit doubling of the line to accommodate the increase in traffic.
	
	
	
	1869

	1870
	
	B & C Line double tracked
	Steam traction introduced at Dinorwic
	
	Because of the prohibitive cost work did not commence instead Robert Fairlie was commissioned to design a loco that could pull larger trains.
	
	
	Tramways Act
	1870

	1872
	
	
	
	
	Main line railways reached the area and provided freight services, decline in freight transport by sea, Increase in passenger tourist traffic.
	
	
	LNWR standard gauge Pen y Groes to Tal y Sarn opens
	1872

	1873
	
	
	
	
	Passenger bogie wagons developed and introduced, the first in Great Britain.
	
	
	
	1873

	1876
	
	
	Steam introduced on top section of Penrhyn tramroad and in quarry
	
	
	
	
	
	1876

	1877
	Vron Heulog Slate Co Ltd in receivership
	
	
	
	
	
	Act authorised the construction of standard gauge line.
	
	1877

	1878
	Eryr Slate Company Ltd in liquidation
	
	
	Penrhyn Railway built, tramroad abandoned
	
	
	
	
	1878

	1879
	Tan-yr-alt and Fron Heloug quarries in receivership, tramway closed
	
	
	Workman's passenger service starts
	
	Quarry offered for sale.
	
	
	1879

	1880
	Fron Heloug quarry bought by Stott, New Vron Heulog Slate Quarry Co Ltd.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1880

	1881
	
	
	
	
	
	Sale finally completed
	
	
	1881

	1882
	Pier completed at Pontllyfni
	
	
	
	
	
	Parliament authorised the abandonment of the 1877 scheme.
	
	1882

	1883
	New tramway from Fron-Heloug to Pontllyfni opens
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1883

	1884
	Harvey, ex owner of Tal y Sarn Quarry, manager at Fron Heulog
	
	
	LNWR Bethesda branch opens
	
	
	
	
	1884

	1887
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Parliamentary approval for narrow gauge line
	
	1887

	1889
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	'Regulation of railways' lock, block & brake compulsory
	1889

	1890
	First locomotive acquired 'Irene'
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1890

	1891
	Quay built at Pontllyfni, to create Port Newbrough
	
	
	
	
	
	1887 approval out of time, funding not available.
	
	1891

	1894
	Line extended to Tal y sarn and called the Llyfni Vale Railway
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1894

	1895
	Two coaches purchased, passenger service commenced
	
	Workman's passenger service commences
	
	
	
	
	
	1895

	1896
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Light Railways Act
	1896

	1897
	Extension to Bachwen proposed. Tan y Graig purchases three workman's coaches
	
	
	
	
	
	Public enquiry finds in favour of Welshpool to Llanfair route for light railway.
	Snowdon Mountain Railway opens.
	1897

	1898
	Llyfni Vale Railway & Harbour Company formed. Act of parliament enacted.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1898

	1899
	Second Loco Tiny Tim purchased. Workman’s coach borrowed from Tan y Graig
	
	
	
	
	
	HM Treasury awards grant of £7000 
	
	1899

	1900
	Extension to Bachwen opened. Sidney leased from A Barclay. Workman's coach fitted with canopy
	
	
	
	
	
	Agreement with Cambrian Railway signed.
	
	1900

	1901
	De Winton purchased
	
	
	
	
	
	First sod cut
	
	1901

	1902
	Sidney purchased. First class coach into service
	
	
	
	
	
	Locos arrive from Beyer Peacock & rolling stock from R Y Peacock.
	
	1902

	1903
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Line approved by Board of trade at second inspection, inaugural passenger service.
	
	1903

	1909
	
	
	
	
	
	Lease ended and quarry closed
	
	
	1909

	1910
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1910

	1911
	
	
	
	
	
	Railway reopened by local MP, Sir Haydn Jones.
	
	
	1911

	1914
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Outbreak World War 1
	1914

	1918
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	End World War 1
	1918

	1919
	
	
	
	
	
	Increased tourist traffic after the war, slate wagons fitted with seats used as makeshift coaches
	
	
	1919

	1920
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Decline in the slate trade, imports and alternative cheaper materials.
	1920

	1921
	
	
	
	
	
	Became a part of the GWR under railway grouping
	Cambrian absorbed into the GWR and W&L ceased to exist a separate company
	Grouping of Railways Act
	1921

	1923
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	The Welsh Highland Railway finally opened the through route from Dinas to Ffestiniog.
	1923

	1926
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	General Strike
	1926

	1930
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Last passenger service
	
	1930

	1931
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1931

	1932
	
	
	
	Internal combustion locos introduced at Penrhyn
	
	
	
	
	1932

	1935
	
	
	Internal combustion locos introduced at Dinorwic
	
	
	
	
	
	1935

	1937
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Outbreak World War 2
	1937

	1938
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Mallard breaks speed record 126mph
	1938

	1939
	
	
	
	
	Passenger services ceased.
	
	
	
	1939

	1940
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1940

	1941
	
	
	
	
	
	Lease expired, company continued on an annual lease
	
	End Second World War
	1941

	1946
	
	
	
	
	Line closed, reducing traffic due to road transport and a lack of funds.
	Quarry closed after mining out the columns caused a collapse.
	
	
	1946

	1947
	
	
	Workman's service ceases
	
	
	
	
	
	1947

	1948
	
	
	
	
	
	Escaped nationalisation, traffic too small?
	
	Railway nationalisation
	1948

	1950
	
	
	
	
	
	Sir Haydn Jones died, line closed.
	
	
	1950

	1951
	
	
	
	Workman's service ceases
	
	Preservation Society formed, first in UK
	
	
	1951

	1954
	
	
	Major rock fall at Dinorwic
	
	
	
	
	
	1954

	1956
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Railway closed by BR Western Region, First general meeting of preservation society
	
	1956

	1960
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Preservation company set up and society disbanded
	Last British steam loco built, Evening Star.
	1960

	1961
	
	Dorothea Quarry moves to road transport
	Padarn line closes
	
	
	
	
	
	1961

	1962
	
	Remains of the Natlle tramway closed
	Llanberis branch closes
	Penrhyn Railway closes
	
	
	Leasing and transfer order issued, passenger services recommenced
	
	1962

	1963
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Mallard retired
	1963

	1965
	
	Track lifted by British Rail
	
	Penrhyn Railway lifted
	
	
	
	
	1965

	1969
	
	
	Dinorwic quarry closes
	
	
	
	
	
	1969


